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A. Purpose
The purpose of the open multi-stakeholder dialogue on the operationalization of the 
platform is to identify a clear set of options on content and structure of the local 
communities and indigenous peoples platform (LCIP)for consideration by SBSTA 47.

B. Mandate
Decision 1/CP.21 (para 135) recognizes the need to strengthen knowledge, technologies,
practices and efforts of local communities and indigenous peoples related to addressing 
and responding to climate change, and establishes a platform for the exchange of 
experiences and sharing of best practices on mitigation and adaptation in a holistic and 
integrated manner.

COP 22 agreed:
 To adopt an incremental approach to developing the local communities and 

indigenous peoples platform, referred to in decision 1/CP.21 paragraph 135, 
with a view to ensuring its effective operationalization; 

 To request the Chair of the SBSTA to initiate the process to develop the local 
communities and indigenous peoples platform, which will include convening an 
open multi-stakeholder dialogue at SBSTA 46 on the operationalization of the 
platform to be co-moderated by the Chair of the SBSTA and a representative of 
indigenous peoples organizations; 

 To invite Parties and other stakeholders to submit, by 31 March 2017, their 
views on the purpose, content and structure of the platform in order to inform 
the multi-stakeholder dialogue;

 To request the secretariat to prepare a report on the multi-stakeholder dialogue,
which should also draw on the submissions;

 To also request the SBSTA to consider the report at SBSTA 47 under a new 
agenda item “local communities and indigenous peoples platform” and conclude
its consideration at SBSTA 47 by forwarding 
recommendations for operationalization of the platform to COP 23.

At the same meeting, the President, requested developed country Parties and other 
Parties and non-Party stakeholders in a position to do so, to provide financial resources 
for the operationalizing the platform, in particular to enable representatives of 
indigenous peoples’ organizations to participate in the above mentioned dialogue.

C. Date and venue

The meeting will be held from 16th to 17th May in Room Genf in Bonn, Germany.
 

D. Scope and focus

In accordance with the mandate for the dialogue as outlined in Section A above, the dialogue 
will:

 Introduce participants to a range of existing experiences and opportunities with the 
involvement of local communities and indigenous peoples and with the use of 
traditional knowledge

 Discuss concrete functions/content for the platform within the overall purpose laid 
out in Decision 1/CP.21, para 135, drawing from key elements in the submissions 
made by Parties and organizations 

 Discuss possible structure of the platform, drawing from key elements in the 
submissions made by Parties and organizations
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On the functions, the dialogue will focus on following three clusters of functions and a cross-
cutting question:

 Knowledge: 
o How to facilitate effective exchange of experiences and sharing of best practices, 

including through creating avenues, and with the use of safeguards, among and 
between Indigenous Peoples of the world, and also between Indigenous Peoples,
Parties and other knowledge systems/stakeholders?

 Climate change policies and actions
o How can the platform do this function to facilitate the integration of LCIP 

diverse knowledge systems, practices, innovations and experiences, and the 
engagement of LCIP, into relevant climate change related decisions and 
interventions, actions, programs and policies, subject to LCIP’s free, prior, and 
informed consent?

 Capacity for engagement
o How to build capacities of LCIP to effectively engage in relevant UNFCCC and 

other climate-related processes on relevant issues, including supporting the 
implementation of the Paris Agreement?

Cross cutting: What are resource implications associated with the operationalization of the 
platform?

In relation to these specific functions, the guiding question should focus on seeking views on 
the following aspects: 

 Who the platform could primarily serve
 Clear suggestions about what value might be added 
 Ideas about how the platform can foster learning and knowledge, policy coherence and 

coordination, and relevant climate action

On the nature and structure of the platform, the dialogue will focus on addressing the 
following questions: 

 Plenary discussion on possible nature and structure for the platform: Participants will 
consider the following questions to guide the discussions:

o What structure will allow a constructive dialogue between Parties and local 
communities and indigenous peoples and take into account the specific way 
local communities and indigenous peoples are organized in representative 
institutions?

o How can the structure evolve in a transparent manner, with experiences from 
the initial stages, to developing the platform?

o What is the role of the secretariat in operationalizing the platform? 

E. Expected outcomes
 Participants are expected to arrive at a shared understanding of functions of the

platform  (knowledge,  climate  change  policies  and  actions,  and  capacity  for
engagement) with possible activities associated with these functions. The dialogue
should  result  in  a  clear  overview  of  who  the  platform  could  primarily  serve,
suggestions  on  what  value  might  be  added  to  address  the  needs  of  that  target
audience, and ideas on how the proposed functions contribute to the overall purpose
of the platform. 

 Participants are expected to identify possible nature and structure of the platform,
that allow  a  constructive  dialogue  between  Parties  and  local  communities  and
indigenous peoples.  The structure should take into account the specific way local
communities and indigenous peoples are organized in representative institutions.

 The dialogue should result in suggestions about possible roles for the secretariat in
operationalizing the platform.

F. Participants 
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In line with the mandate, the dialogue will be open to all stakeholders and will engage 
representatives from governments, representatives of indigenous peoples, relevant 
organizations and adaptation practitioners from international, regional, national, and local 
levels.

G. Structure of the meeting

The dialogue will be convened by the Chair of the SBSTA and co-moderated by the Chair of 
the SBSTA, Mr. Carlos Fuller and a representative of indigenous peoples organizations, Ms. 
Grace Balawag 

It will take place in a plenary. 

DAY 1, 16th May 2017
SESSION 1: OPENING

This will include opening remarks by the Chair of the SBSTA, followed by Ms. Grace Balawag, 
the International Indigenous Peoples Forum on Climate Change (IIPFCC) as co-moderators of
the dialogue. Patricia Espinosa will provide keynote statement. 

SESSION 2: Framing (co-moderated by Mr. Carlos Fuller, Chair of the SBSTA and Ms. Grace 
Balawag, IIPFCC) facilitator (tbd) 
The session will set the scene through a panel discussion to arrive at a shared understanding 
on existing experiences and opportunities with the involvement of local communities and 
indigenous peoples and with the use of traditional knowledge. The panellist should provide 
an overview of existing experiences with the involvement of local communities and 
indigenous peoples in various UN and other international processes such as IPCC, CBD, 
UNESCO, IPBES, and also challenges/opportunities, for example from IIPFCCC 
representative. Each panel will be requested to prepare a 5-minute pitch as an initial 
intervention, followed by a facilitated dialogue. In light of the dynamic nature of the session, 
we will benefit having an expert facilitator to run this session.

SESSION 3: DIALOGUE ON FUNCTION/CONTENT OF THE PLATFORM (co-moderated by Mr. 
Carlos Fuller, Chair of the SBSTA and Ms. Grace Balawag, IIPFCC)
Building on the main elements in the submissions, participants will arrive at shared 
understanding of functions/content of the platform within the overall purpose laid out in 
Decision 1/CP.21, para 135 (the discussions will continue in day 2). 
This will entail seeking feedback from participants on these functions which would involve 
discussing and elaborating these functions and possible activities using a guiding question.

DAY 2: Wednesday, 10 May
SESSION 3: DIALOGUE ON FUNCTION/CONTENT OF THE PLATFORM (CONTD…FROM DAY 1)

SESSION 4: DIALOGUE ON NATURE AND STRUCTURE OF THE PLATFORM (co-moderated by Mr. 
Carlos Fuller, Chair of the SBSTA and Ms. Grace Balawag, IIPFCC)
Building on the main elements in the submissions, participants will consider in a plenary 
discussion on possible nature and structure for the platform. In light of limited time and 
possible elements that might need further discussion during SBSTA 47 (such as on 
operational modality), the session could be devoted to seeking general feedback on 
proposals.

CLOSING chaired by the Chair of the SBSTA.
The Chair of the SBSTA will provide summary of discussions and next steps in accordance 
with COP 22.
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